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If 1 allowed my heart to guide me, | would take r@dk from the corruption that exists
within international commerce and within the couwtsour nation, and cut straight to
that railway station | spoke of earlier. But theatplines that lie entrenched within my
mind do not allow me to leave certain ends untiednd so | am compelled to
temporarily override my heart; a heart still youargl often stirred by emotive thoughts
of how a young boy’s deep love was strong enougdites the direction of his life and
the lives of others.

For now... those untied ends.

It had been a lean Christmas season as the daw99f broke. The bitterness of
watching the collapse of Parktec and the associaguessness we felt had begun to
subside, and the challenge of overcoming advehsity begun to well-up in all of us.
There is something about oppression which causés neach deeper into that reservoir
of untapped strength which lies dormant within mdstot all of us. There is almost an
excitement that takes hold; the excitement of cw@ing.

e i im [Excerpt] e i m e

1l — LETHAL BLOWS Killer Blow Presiding

However, the manner in which the wheels are configuo ensure load-sharing or the
way the cubicles are stabilised when negotiatirggttacks, and so it goes on... that’s
the Europark technology. We referred to is asditie system. All of this was well-
established knowledge before | subjected mysethéoinane questioning of Hack and
the judge.

And on the subject of inane, at one point Hack hadun questioning me on how
World Bank funding had contributed to the developtaf the Europark technology.
His questions were poorly phrased and the mattdridemyun to drone on almost
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meaninglessly. Certainly to a point where | wouwldt concede to his ridiculous
assertions. During the course of this exchangejudge had sat back on his chair
looking pensive. | had no idea where his mind was.

When an impasse had been reached, Hack decidéthmge the subject and move on.
But before he could do so the judge tagged him emtdred the ring with a totally
unrelated line of questioning.

HIS HONOUR: Before we do that, would you agngle Eaton, that a drive
mechanism for a mechanical car parking system isanmechanical car
parking system?

The judge was stating the obvious in question foi®wo. obvious, in fact, that | looked
puzzled, almost confused. He tried again.

HIS HONOUR: It is not a car parking system,t®% iThe drive mechanism
for a car parking system is not a car parking sy8te

MR EATON: | see where you're coming from...
Hack then tagged the judge.
MR HACK: Mr Eaton, have you ever bought a matar?
MR EATON: Yes, Mr Hack.
MR HACK: Or did you buy just the drive systeor the motor car?
MR EATON: I've had a few replaced, but---

I hadn’t fully locked into the question and my aeswas incomplete when cut short.

MR HACK: Well, when you bought a motor car, didu buy just the
engine, or all the bits that go with it?

Although still unaware of the direction in whichgtduo was heading, | had no choice
but to get into their sand pit.

MR EATON: All the bits that go with it.

The judge immediately rocked forward hunching owee elbow as he looked straight
at Hack. And without losing momentum or eye contecthen viciously bellowed the
following few words, startling everyone in court.
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[HIS HONOUR: That's got to be the killer blow!!]
Like others, | was in shock.

“Thou hast seen a farmer’s dog bark at a beggar,
And the creature run from the cur:

There, thou might’st behold the great image d¢lhauity;
A dog’s obeyed in office.”

Shakespeareking Lear, Act IV, Sc. 6

| have put the judge’s words in brackets becausy #re not to be found in the

transcript of trial, and that's not uncommon in &aba. The judge has a mute button
beneath the Bench so that he can be as offensihe #ikes without it ever being on

record. He also has the right to alter the diadogua transcript if there’s confusion

created by the recording of indistinct words, matarly his own. Needless to say that
this gives the judge some latitude in directingteratto suit his purposes.

But Spender J can mute or alter whatever he likedpr he will never mute or alter
the memories of those Europark souls who sat sildgtin court trying to come to
terms with the maliciousness that had beset theines.

Whatever the judge had in his mind remains a mydterll of us to this day. And |
noticed that an equally surprised barrister waslkquo divorce himself from this
abysmal episode by getting back to the line of fiolesig he had in mind before being
taken off track. | would just add here that no tienwhatsoever was made of the
judge’s killer blow revelation in his Reasons fadgment. The lightning bolt which so
briefly and so violently illuminated our pensivedge may have possibly been induced
by a scotch or three in his chambers during lunatne knows.
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| left court with my son, sickened by the commeoitdhe judge, yet knowing that |
could not share those comments with others. Sdmes avere only just hanging in
there, incapable of coming to terms with the visioess of the attacks against us.
Fortunately, none of our franchisees, staff or stoes had turned up at court on this
final day. Those who were in court for the “killelow” episode the day before had
decided to stay away. There is a limit to the amiad undeserved punishment decent
people can take.
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As time passed | couldn’t help but muse over th«ility of the judge. All manner of
circumstances went through my mind. It had eveenb®uggested that he had taken
offence to my political interests. | was Federaédtdent of the Federal Party of
Australia, a conservative political party which wagistered on 4 November 1991. He
knew of this party from the newspaper article whicad been written by John
McCarthy. And if not from this article then frorhe numerous full page newspaper
advertisements | had taken out around Australighattime of my party’s launch.
Although, I did admit that | felt that this was @qw reason for him to show such
antagonism against me.

Of course, my presidency within the NCT was agamstfrom the beginning. Not to

mention a pompous style of speech which had ovezome during the climactic height

of cross-examining VDH. And I've almost failed @aold to this summary any mention
of my comprehensive report to the Australian Fed@adice just six months before trial.

You will recall that this report in complaint foraoncerned the conduct of officers within
the ACCC (then TPC) and AGS which, in no small pambroiled the judge himself;

none of which should directly or indirectly affgastice or the expectation of it. But

then, at the time of lodging my complaint | didkitow that Spender J would have the
effrontery to accept the appointment as trial judge
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